
odor or taste from ethyl alcohol. It should be empha¬
sized that the selling or promoting the sale of or use of
cither methyl or ethyl alcohol as a beverage is the doing
of an unlawful act.

DEATHS OF PHYSICIANS IN 1919

During 1919, the deaths of 2,105 physicians of the
United States and Canada were noted in The Journal.
Adding 2.5 per cent, to this number on account of
delayed reports and possible omissions, we may esti-
mate the total number of deaths to have been 2,163.
As the total number of physicians classified in the
American Medical Directory is 159,444, we may esti-
mate that the annual death rate approximates 13.29
per thousand. The average annual mortality for the
period from 1914 to 1919, inclusive, is approximately
14.81.

Ages.\p=m-\Theage at death varied from 24 to 100, with
an average of 59 years, 1 month and 25 days. Of the
decedents, 88 were

under 30; 239 be-
tween 31 and 40;
280 between 41 and
50; 442 between 51
and 60; 498 be-
tween 61 and 70;
366 between 71 and
80; 156 between 81
and 90, and 18 be-
tween 91 and 100.
The greatest mor-

tality occurred at
the age of 59, at
which 62 deaths
were recorded.

Years of Prac-
tice.—The number of years of practice varied from
I to 76, the average being 32 years, 5 months and
26 days.

Causa of Death.—General diseases caused 250
deaths ; diseases of the nervous system, 248 ; diseases
of the circulatory system, 369 ; diseases of the respira¬
tory system, 334; diseases of the digestive system, 114
diseases of the genito-urinary system and skin, 156
senility, 320 ; suicide, 38 ; accident, 103 ; homicide, 35
and 90 deaths occurred after surgical operations
Among the principal assigned causes of death were

pneumonia, including influenzai pneumonia, 313
organic heart disease, 222 ; cerebral hemorrhage, 203
nephritis, 121 ; malignant disease, 78; tuberculosis, 66
angina pectoris, 53 ; arteriosclerosis, 35 ; septicemia, 31
diabetes, 30 ; appendicitis, 27 ; myocarditis, 23 ; uremia
17; anemia, 16; kidney disease (unclassified), 15
cirrhosis of the liver, and gastritis, each, 14 ; peritonitis
12 ; acute dilatation of the heart, and endocarditis, each
II ; embolism and thrombosis, each, 10, and other dis¬
eases, less than 10.
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Deaths from influenzai pneumonia and from all causes during 1918-1919: solid
line, deaths from influenzai pneumonia; broken line, deaths from all causes.

Violence.—There were 176 deaths from violence.
Of these, 103 were due to accident and were : automo¬
bile, 42; automobile-railway (grade crossing), 15;
poison, 10 ; drowning, 7 ; street car accidents, falls and
railway accidents, each 5; injuries by horses and
vehicles, 3 ; asphyxia, gunshot wounds and other acci¬
dental traumatisms, each 2; aeroplane, injuries by
animals, explosion, burns and crushing, each 1. The
38 physicians who ended their lives by suicide selected
the following methods: firearms, 18; poison, 11; stran¬
gulation, 3 ; cutting instruments, and causes not stated,
each, 2; asphyxia, 1, and jumping from high places, 1.
Of the 35 homicides, 21 occurred as the result of
wounds received in battle; 10 were due to firearms; 3
were unclassified, and one was due to strangulation.

Influenzai Pneumonia.—The graphic chart shows the
deaths of physicians from pneumonia and influenzai
pneumonia and from all causes for the years 1918 and
1919, and indicates clearly the exceedingly rapid
increase that occurred during October, November and

December, 1918.
Military Service.

—The deaths of 21
officers of the Army
and Navy are re¬

ported to have oc¬

curred as the result
of wounds received
in battle ; 37 officers
died abroad from
disease ; 3, from ac¬

cident ; 2, from sui¬
cide, and one \

murdered. During
the year, 143 physi¬
cians died who I
served in the Civil

War, and of these 33 had followed the fortunes of the
Confederacy, 45 had been officers of the United States
Volunteers, 17 were veterans of the war with Spain,
and 5 had served in foreign wars. The Medical
Corps of the Army, including the Medical Reserve
Corps, lost 325 officers and 11 contract or acting
assistant surgeons. The Navy lost 29 medical officers,
the United States Public Health Service, 9; the
United States Indian Service, 4, and the organized
militia, 22, of whom 5 had attained the grade of
Surgeon-General.

Ch'il Positions.—Of those who died, one had been a
member of Congress ; 22, members of the lower house
of legislature; 29 had been mayors; 15 had been mem¬

bers of state boards of health ; 12, members of state
boards of medical examiners, and 2, members of other
state boards.

Association Officers.—Among those who died, one
had been President of the American Medical Associa¬
tion, three had been members of the House of Dele¬
gates, and two members of the Board of Trustees.
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